
[image: image1.png]‘ DRUG-FREE ACTION

ALLIANCE




[image: image2.png]Donitbe
aparty to

1t's against
the law.




Teens Can Party Without Alcohol 






A Unified Message for Prom and Graduation Parties
Clark Kellogg (CBS Sports lead college basketball analyst), Drug-Free Action Alliance and [YOUR AGENCY] are teaming up to spread the word; Parents Who Host, Lose The Most: Don’t be a party to teenage drinking.  As a campaign spokesperson, Kellogg is making the “assist” to provide [COMMUNITY NAME] parents with accurate information about the health risks of underage drinking and the legal consequences of adults providing alcohol to youth. 

Parents play a major role in their child’s decision to drink or not drink alcohol underage. This campaign encourages parents and all those in the community to send a unified message, especially during prom and graduation season, that teen alcohol consumption is unhealthy, unsafe and unacceptable.
In a 2008 Drug-Free Action Alliance survey, parents and high school youth were asked how alcohol factors in to the teen party scene. Parents and teens agreed that getting a hold of alcohol is no problem. Beyond that, 23% of teens said they had attended a party where alcohol was served (within the past two months), while only 12% of parents claimed to be aware of this fact. In a national survey we saw that by age 17, nearly half of these teens have been to a party where both alcohol and parents are present (CASA, 2006).

Hosting a prom or graduation party where alcohol is available to underage youth is illegal and can pose serious health risks and legal ramifications for everyone involved. Parents should understand that taking away the car keys does not solve all problems related to underage drinking. Everyday, teens are dying from non-driving, alcohol-related causes, like drowning and suicide. There are also many other health-related consequences of youth consuming alcohol, including negative effects on brain development, increased sexual activity, deviant behavior including stealing and skipping school and a greater risk of becoming alcohol-dependant later in life. 

From a legal standpoint, parents who knowingly allow a person under age 21 (other than their own child) to remain on their property while consuming or possessing alcoholic beverages can be prosecuted and face a jail sentence, fines and loss of property.  

Adults providing alcohol to underage youth send a mixed message and can only add to a teenager’s confusion about the acceptability of drinking. They are also sending the message to teens that they do not have to obey the law. Research shows that most teenagers appreciate it when their parents set boundaries and establish expectations that are fairly enforced. Our youth deserve to live and grow to adulthood in an environment where alcohol is not misused. Let’s be unified in our message and host alcohol-free parties with plenty of fun activities to show our youth that we care about their future.
###
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